
Scholarship Recipients
Spring 2025/Fall 2025



Adrienne Washington Scholarship

Tamia Roberts
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana
Communications
May 2019

• Served in the Army National Guard for 7 years as a 
Supply Sergeant 92A

• Recognized with the Army Achievement Medal for 
exceptional leadership

• Led Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Team initiatives, 
enhancing team cohesion and workplace culture

• Organized community engagement events and on-
site experiences to drive customer satisfaction.

I am inspired by the vision of creating a lasting impact 
beyond myself. Building generational wealth that extends 
beyond financial security motivates me to accomplish every 
difficult challenge. Knowing that my hard work and 
dedication today can create an opportunity tomorrow will 
always motivate me to strive for excellence.



Alcon Scholarship

Indigo Anstee
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Psychology
May 2025

• Highest honors and departmental distinction in 
Psychology

• Minor in Business
• Dean's List recipient Spring 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2023, 

Spring 2024, Fall 2024, and Spring 2025
• Operations Lead at the University of Illinois Foundation
• Completed a Bachelor's Thesis through the Psychology 

Department's Undergraduate Honors Program
• Recipient of the Laura Bolton Research Development 

Scholarship, James E. Spoor Scholarship, and Outstanding 
Behavioral Neuroscience Undergraduate Student Award 

I am incredibly grateful for this award. It not only eases the financial 
burden of graduate school but also supports my career goals in HR. My 
decision to pursue an MHRIR was inspired by my experience at the 
University of Illinois Foundation. There, I found supporting employees’ 
growth throughout their journey from orientation to promotion to be 
extremely rewarding. Through LER, I am excited to gain the knowledge 
and skills needed to make a meaningful impact on employee 
development and organizational success. This scholarship plays a 
major role in achieving that goal and enables my continued growth. 



Bianca McCann Scholarship

Priscila Rodriguez Sevilla
Deerfield, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
May 2025

• Research Assistant at University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign School of Social Work

• Teaching Assistant at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

• Risk Management Chairman for Phi Sigma Sigma 
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Chairman for Phi Sigma Sigma 
• Mu Epsilon Delta, Pre-Health Professional Fraternity
• Human Development and Family Studies Ambassador
• University of Illinois President's Award Scholarship
• Dean’s List Fall 2022 - Spring 2025

I chose LER because of the personal connections I was able to 
make even before my admission to the school. As someone who 
greatly appreciates strong communication and close 
relationships, I felt welcomed and supported from the very 
beginning. The faculty, staff, and students took the time to 
answer my questions, share their experiences, and make me feel 
like I was already part of the community. That sense of 
belonging, combined with LER’s strong academic reputation and 
professional opportunities, made it clear to me that this was the 
right place to grow personally and professionally.



Brockhaus Family Scholarship

Julia Ong
Lombard, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Social Work
May 2025

• Dean's List Recipient from Fall 2022-Spring 2025 
• Member of Phi Alpha Honor Society
• Student Representative for Diversity and BSW 

Committees in the School of Social Work from 2024-
2025 

• Spring 2025 Family and Graduate Housing Intern for 
U. of I. Student Affairs

I am inspired to be the best I can be by the support system 
around me. Being the eldest of four kids in a multigenerational 
household, I have always wanted to make my family proud. 
Coming from a social work background, I am focused on 
making a difference and ensuring that all voices are heard. I am 
honored not only to be at LER but to be supported by the 
incredible Brockhaus family. I am excited to continue my 
passion for helping others and set an example to my younger 
siblings that hard work and dedication pay off.



bp Scholarship

Olivia Prendergast
Wilmette, IL
University of Virginia
Psychology
December 2025

• Human Resources Talent & Organizational Development Intern 
with Crate & Barrel Holdings

• Bachelor of Arts in Psychology with Distinction from the 
University of Virginia

• Illinois State Seal of Biliteracy in German
• Laboratory Researcher at Puglia Developmental 

Neuroanalytics Lab, University of Virginia School of Medicine 
• FOCUS Catholic Ministry at University of Illinois and University 

of Virginia
• Financial Vice President of Gamma Phi Beta Sorority
• UVA Club Badminton TeamGirls on the Run Volunteer Team, 

Coach

I am inspired by the impact I can have through both my work in 
human resources and my involvement in the community. 
Knowing my efforts can contribute to building stronger teams 
and communities motivates me to continually grow, approach 
every challenge with compassion and understanding, and give 
my best in everything I do.



Eaton Scholarship

Maddie Jeralds
Herrin, IL
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Political Science and 
Communications
May 2025

• Research Analyst II
• Dean's list recognition – 6 semesters
• Pi Sigma Alpha membership

My family inspires me to be the best I can be. Throughout 
my life, they have always been standing behind me and 
supporting me. If I have doubts about something, they 
always believe in me. They push me to be the best 
version of myself.



Emerson Scholarship

Laura Sales
Rockford, IL
Illinois State University
Human Resource 
Management
May 2023

• Completed my bachelor’s in 3 years, graduating summa 
cum laude.

• Worked as a Resident Assistant for Illinois State University 
Housing for 2 years, acting as a student leader on campus.

• Received the Good Act Award for various customer 
compliments for my claim handling/customer service at 
State Farm.

• Promoted within State Farm after 8 months with the 
company.

• Trained and evaluated employees as a Retail Supervisor 
for Six Flags.

What inspires me to be the best I can be is thinking about my impact 
on others. I’m drawn to leadership and believe that impactful 
leadership begins with empathy, integrity, and striving for continuous 
learning/growth. I strive to foster environments where people feel 
seen, supported, and empowered. Pursuing a Master's in Human 
Resources is a key step toward this goal as it will allow me to deepen 
my understanding of people and organizational dynamics. I’m 
motivated by the opportunity this Master’s will afford me for 
continuous self-improvement and to help shape inclusive workplaces 
in the future.



ExxonMobil Scholarship

Fernando Limon
Berwyn, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Industrial Organizational 
Psychology
May 2025

• Winter Wheat Breeding, KWS Cereals USA LLC - May 2025 – 
Aug. 2025 

• Conference Clerk/Senior Conference Clerk, University Summer 
Conferences & Special Events - May 2024 – Aug. 2025

• Assistant City Clerk, City Of Berwyn - Mar. 2021 – Aug. 2021
• Article Coder/Researcher, “Women in Male-Dominated 

Occupations,” LER Research - Oct. 2024 – Dec. 2024
• Vision Lab Researcher, U. of I. Psychology Vision Lab Research - 

Sept. 2024 – Dec. 2024 
• Lab Assistant, Nuclear, Plasma, & Radiological Engineering Lab, 

U. of I. – Nov. 2022 – Dec. 2022

I want to thank Ms. Yael Lomax and the ExxonMobil team for this 
award, which allows me to better focus on my studies in the LER 
program. This past summer, I worked two jobs that strengthened my 
time management, resilience, and teamwork skills. Those 
experiences motivated me to begin this semester with confidence 
and clear goals. LER gives me the opportunity to apply my skills to 
support people and organizations, and I'm committed to making the 
most of the investment you have made in me. My family and I are 
grateful and thank you for this life-changing gift!



Floyd and Judith Whellan Scholarship

Malia Infante
Plainfield, IL
University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana
Liberal Arts & Sciences
May 2025

• Event Coordinator for STYL Student Organization 
at U. of I.

• Vice President for the FVE Student Organization
• Works for Disability Resources and Educational 

Services at U. of I.

What inspires me to be the best I can be is the intrinsic 
motivation to help others succeed. I aspire to create an 
environment where my peers feel encouraged to reach 
their goals. I was raised to always go the extra mile to 
help, even in small ways. I want to be someone whom 
others can rely on, learn from, and celebrate with. 
Knowing my effort can positively impact those around 
me is what inspires me most.



General Mills Scholarship

Boston Leighty
Rapids City, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Marketing & Management
May 2025

• Target – Service and Engagement Team Lead
• Target – Human Resources Expert
• U. of I. Office of Undergraduate Admissions – Student 

Admissions Intern
• Strong communication, leadership, and problem-

solving skills
• Led large-scale campus visit events with 15,000+ 

attendees

I chose human resources because I’m passionate about helping 
people become their best selves. Through my work at Target 
and UIUC Admissions, I saw firsthand how strong HR practices 
can transform workplaces. LER stood out for its deep focus on 
both academic excellence and practical experience, and I knew 
it would prepare me to drive real impact in organizations that 
value people as their greatest asset.



Graduate College Merit Fellowship

Elmer Alvarenga
Woodbridge. VA
Old Dominion University
Criminal Justice
December 2023

• Society for Human Resource Management
– Certified Professional (SHRM-CP) (2024-2027)

• McNair Program Scholar
• Bilingual Spanish

I am honored to have received this fellowship to further 
my education and make meaningful contributions to the 
field of Human Resources. Guiding others to discover 
their potential inspires me to be my best.



Joyce A. Ingram LER Scholarship

Latanya French
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Community Health
May 2022

• Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity (Brother)– 
completed 200+ service hours and coordinated 
volunteer events, demonstrating leadership and 
teamwork

• Illinois Promise Scholar
• Special Service Associate, The Home Depot – 

supported employees and customers with resources, 
including tuition assistance information

I chose LER and the field of human resources because I am 
passionate about creating workplaces where people feel valued, 
supported, and empowered to thrive. My background in social 
work and customer service showed me the impact that listening, 
advocacy, and equity can have on individuals’ lives. Human 
resources allows me to combine those skills with strategy, 
helping organizations grow while ensuring employees have the 
resources and opportunities they need to succeed. I see HR as a 
place where I can drive meaningful change, whether through 
advancing diversity and inclusion, improving employee 
development, or fostering fair and supportive environments.



Kopparthi Spaulding Mentorship Scholarship

Grace Raquel
Naperville, IL
Saint Francis University
Management and 
Psychology
May 2025

• Emerson MBA Analyst Intern
• Graduated Summa Cum Laude with two Bachelor's 

degrees and progress towards my MBA in 7 
Semesters

• Captain of Division I Water Polo Team
• Vice President of Alpha Phi Omega
• Upsilon Beta Service Fraternity

I am grateful for these awards, not only as a now fourth-
generation Illini, but also someone who is incredibly passionate 
about becoming an HR professional and has a deep love for 
Zillow. Illinois and LER have and will continue to provide such 
wonderful professional opportunities for me as an individual, and 
I am so extremely grateful that I get to learn and develop 
through this program and showcase those learned talents in the 
near future.



LER National Scholarship

Arika Hammond
Cherokee, IA
University of Northern 
Iowa 
Psychology
May 2025

• Graduated Cum Laude from the University of 
Northern Iowa

• Director of Organizational Development for the 
University of Northern Iowa's SHRM chapter

• A Dean's list honoree for six consecutive semesters
• A Human Resources Operations Intern at VT 

Industries for two summers

I chose LER and human resources because I have always 
been interested in how people work, learn, and grow. I wanted 
to channel that curiosity into understanding how people 
influence organizations and how organizations, in turn, shape 
people. Human resources allows me to combine my interest in 
people with practical skills such as recruiting, onboarding, 
employee relations, and organizational development. I chose 
the LER program at UIUC because of its strong reputation 
and supportive environment. I believe this experience will help 
me grow personally and professionally, ultimately becoming 
the best version of myself in the field.



LER Scholarship

Gabriel Donnelly
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana
Finance
December 2022

• Graduated with High Honors with a Finance 
bachelor's degree from Gies

• Led Growth Operations at a Chicago-based waste 
management company

• Eagle Scout

I chose the LER program because I am interested in collective 
bargaining and workplace dispute resolution. LER has an 
outstanding faculty and curriculum, which I am confident will 
teach me about both of these topics.



LER Scholarship

Mathias Jung
Seoul, South Korea
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology
December 2024

• HR Strategy & Planning Digital Intern, ExxonMobil HQ 
(2025)

• Corporate General Manager, Sakanaya Restaurant 
Corporation (2022–Present) 

• Medical Supply Management, Illinois Air Force 
National Guard (2021–Present)

• Research Assistant, Measurement Lab (2023–Present) 
• Athlete Conditioning & Rehabilitation Assistant, 

QUOLFIT Center (2020)
• Certified Secret Security Clearance – U.S. government

I chose LER because it connects my passion for understanding 
people with my drive to make organizations thrive. As a general 
manager, I saw how employee engagement directly fueled 
business success, and as a researcher, I learned the power of 
data-driven insights to improve workplaces. The LER program 
gives me the advanced HR knowledge and hands-on 
opportunities I need to manage larger teams and make a 
meaningful impact in the corporate world.



LER Scholarship

Jessica Bastian
Bartlett, IL
University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana
Sociology & History
December 2024

• James Scholar Honors Student (Fall 2021-Fall 2024)
• Dean’s List (Spring 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2024)
• Recipient of the Presidential Award Program Honors 

Scholarship
• Gender Equity Intern at Women's Resources Center
• Learning and Development Intern at Pentair

I am extremely grateful for this scholarship. As the first 
person in my family to receive a Bachelor's degree, the 
opportunity to pursue my Master's has meant the world 
to me. I am excited to advance my education and use 
what I have learned to improve the lives of both 
employees and employers.



LER Scholarship

Susan Mei
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana
December 2024

• Getting into LER
• Summer internship at H3 Manufacturing Group & 

continuing it throughout the school year
• Seven active semesters in my Asian-interest sorority 

aKDPhi

Being a first-generation student attending graduate 
school has been a dream of mine and my family’s! My 
mom was so happy that I wanted to continue my 
education. This scholarship has taken a lot of financial 
strain off my family’s back and I will be forever grateful to 
have received the LER scholarship.



LER Scholarship

Yuxuan Gu
Changzhou, China
Nanjing Normal 
University
June 2018

• Compensation Specialist
• Senior HR Generalist
• University Scholarship

This award means so much to me because it not only 
offers financial support but also represents a source of 
encouragement from the LER family. Knowing that 
alumni and friends of the school believe in students 
like me, determined to take further professional 
education after working for several years, inspires me 
to study harder, grow as a future HR professional, and 
carry forward the values of the program.



LER International Scholarship

Aaron Lee
South Korea
University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana
Industrial-
Organizational 
Psychology
May 2025

• Worked (and currently working) as Talent Acquisition 
Intern for AMOREPACFIC, the most competitive 
skincare company currently in the US.

• Worked as a Payroll Specialist for Ecube Labs, a 
company located in Korea, supporting Waste 
Management in the States.

• Served as the leader of internal relations for the RSO 
called Heartland LLC., the Korean Student Club, where 
we provided entertainment services mainly for the 
international students at U. of I. and more.

I chose LER because I am deeply interested in learning more 
about human resources. I’ve always been drawn to the idea that 
HR can strengthen a company by supporting and developing its 
people, which is how the foundation of a strong organizational 
culture is built. For that reason, this award is especially 
meaningful to me because it both supports my journey to 
becoming an educated HR professional and recognizes the work 
I have done inside and outside the classroom.



Lin Chang Scholarship

Reese McDonald
Ladd, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Communications
May 2025

• Zearing scholarship Recipient
• Membership Vice President of IlliniThon Dance 

Marathon
• Advancement Intern for the College of Education 

Office of Advancement
• Internal Engagement Co-Director and CORE 

Recruitment team for Student Alumni Ambassadors

My path to LER wasn't direct. I started my journey at UIUC 
undeclared. I decided to get a degree in Communications. 
At the beginning of my second year, I had to decide 
whether or not to graduate a year early. The decision to 
graduate early became clear once I spoke to my advisor, 
who urged me to attend an LER information session. I 
immediately knew I wanted to be a part of the program. 
Everything it represented aligned with my goals. And it was 
a bonus to get to be an Illini for another year and a half!



Litz Gordon Foundation LER Scholarship

Oscar Benavides
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Advertising
May 2025

• ARAC Program Coordinator
• Student Program Coordinator, La Casa Cultural Latina
• Vice President of Member Engagement, Latino 

Student Association
• Vice President, Phi Iota Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
• Fluent in Spanish; passionate about advancing DEI 

and inclusive workplaces

I am extremely grateful for this scholarship because it helps ease 
the financial challenges of pursuing graduate school. My 
inspiration comes from my mother, who often worked two full-
time jobs, including long hours in factories and house cleaning, to 
support our family. Her sacrifices showed me the value of hard 
work and the need for fair, supportive workplaces. I chose HR 
because I’ve always been people-oriented, and I am passionate 
about recognizing potential, guiding growth, and creating 
opportunities for workers, especially in manufacturing industries.



LyondellBasell Scholarship

Jameelah Williams
Calumet, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Liberal Arts & Sciences
May 2025

• Dean’s List Honors – Spring 2022, Spring 2024, Fall 
2024- Research Assistant, OPTIMAL LAB (U. of I.) 

• Contributed to psychological research, data analysis, 
and organizational insights

• Member of Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society
• Popular Culture Ambassador, U. of I. Library
• Co-led a project to enhance equity and representation 

in cultural collections

I chose to pursue human resources because I am passionate 
about creating workplaces where people feel valued, included, 
and empowered to succeed. Through my studies in psychology 
and human resources, I have seen how strong HR practices can 
shape organizational culture and support employees in 
meaningful ways. I am especially interested in workplace inclusion 
and organizational development, and I hope to use my career to 
foster environments where diverse perspectives thrive. Having my 
scholarship sponsored by LyondellBasell motivates me to continue 
this path with determination, and I am deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to grow as an HR professional.



May Family Fellowship

Susan Tseng
Taichung, Taiwan
National Chengchi 
University
Psychology 
June 2025

• Head of Academics, Student Union Youth Association of 
International Conference Club, Taipei, Taiwan

• Human Resources Intern, MGR Consulting, Taipei, Taiwan
• Delegate, American Model United Nations Conference (2023), 

Chicago, IL

I chose LER because I believe HR plays an essential role that not only 
supports people but also shapes workplaces where everyone feels 
valued and included.



McPherson Fellowship

Reva Khadilkar
Naperville, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign 
Psychology 
May 2025

• Mock Interview Coach, The Career Center
• Human Resources Intern, Marsh McLennan Agency LAS 101 First 

Year Experience intern
• Research Assistant, Language Acquisition Lab 
• Dean's list for seven semesters

I am very grateful and honored to have received this fellowship!  This 
award enables me to be the best that I can be and to pursue my 
interest in creating positive and efficient workspaces for others! I am 
confident that the LER program will give me the knowledge on how to 
create this positive change, and this award will help me reach my 
goals.



Melissa A. Wiley Student Scholarship

Keri Gannon
Palatine, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Teaching of French
May 2013

• Worked as a French teacher in the Chicago suburbs 
(Oak Park, Glenview, Park Ridge)

• Worked as a software engineer building mobile and 
web applications at various tech startups

• Yoga volunteer dedicated to my community and 
building connections

• Studied abroad for a year in Paris

What inspires me to be the best I can be is feeling grateful 
for experiences and lessons, choosing growth, enjoying 
my relationships with family and friends, having faith that 
my efforts will align with my vision, reflecting upon my 
values, and being a light for others.



Merkin Family Scholarship

Tia Radanavong
Urbana, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Advertising
May 2025

• Strategic Innovation Student Assistant at the 
University of Illinois Foundation

• Summer 2025 Human Resources Intern at Watchfire 
Signs in Danville, IL

• During my undergrad, I was involved in a 
volunteering/service fraternity called Alpha Phi Omega 
(APO), where I held leadership roles such as Pledge 
Class Officer of Communications & Pledge Training 
Assistant of Communications

I am incredibly grateful to be awarded this generous 
scholarship from the Merkin family. As a first-generation, 
Asian-American college student, I often felt stressed and 
uncertain about how I would be able to fund my 
education. This scholarship not only eases that financial 
burden but also strengthens my motivation to pursue my 
Master’s degree in Human Resources. Your support 
inspires me to continue working hard, give back to others, 
and honor the investment you have made in my future.



Murphy Krikorian Family Scholarship

Ethan Gulley
Champaign, IL
University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign
Recreation, Sport, and 
Tourism
May 2025

• I-Fund & Varsity-I Intern, Illinois Athletic Department (Oct 
2023–May 2025)

• Study Abroad, Vienna University of Economics and 
Business (Spring 2024)

• Alumni Chair & Recruitment Chair, Phi Kappa Psi
• Illinois Delta Chapter (Apr 2022–Dec 2023)
• Corporate Partnerships Coordinator, Illinois Sports 

Business Conference (Sept 2021–Dec 2023)

I chose LER because my academic and professional experiences 
have shown me that my strengths lie in people-focused work. At 
the Illinois Athletics Department and through my experiences in 
the Illinois Sports Business Conference, I saw how effective 
organizations operate and gained exposure to decision-making, 
collaboration, and conflict management. My studies during my 
semester abroad in Vienna reinforced my interest in employee 
relations by showing me how communication and conflict 
resolution directly impact organizational success. These 
experiences confirmed that pursuing human resources is the best 
path to align my skills in relationship-building and 
communication with my professional goals.



Nancy A. Puccini Fellowship

Zahabia Akberali
Tusla, OK

University of Oklahoma 

Business Administration

June 2022

• PHR Certification: Issued August 2025
• People and Culture Partner, S2 Capital
• Developing Epsilon's Early Careers Microsite
• Alpha Omicron Pi Awards Chair (2019) and Panhellenic 

Delegate (2020) 
• Recurrent OU's President's Honor Roll/ Dean's Honor 

Roll

I’m thankful for this award because it makes my decision to pursue 
graduate school at Illinois more accessible and less stressful 
financially. It’s encouraging to know that my goals and potential 
were recognized by the program. This support gives me the chance 
to focus on learning, building relationships, and preparing for my 
career instead of worrying about the financial strain. I chose LER 
because it offers a strong academic foundation, practical 
experience, and a network that will help me grow into a strategic HR 
leader. Illinois felt like the right place to grow and take the next step 
in my career.



Nash Kamat Family Scholarship

Anshyka Dutta
Schaumburg, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Psychology
May 2024

• Human Resources Intern at Dairy Management Inc.
• Student Aide for Harper Wellness at Harper College 
• Vice President of the South Asian Student Association 
• Served on two committees for Human Resources and 

Psychology Organization (HRPO)

Being awarded this scholarship makes me feel a deeper level 
of gratitude for being a part of the program, as I feel more 
connected to the LER family. I am blessed to be on the 
receiving end of people who value education and everything 
our school stands for. Being awarded this and being a part of 
LER inspires me to strive to achieve the best I can.



Patricia and Gerald Menzel Memorial Scholarship

Zoe Huxtable
Morton, IL
Illinois State University
Bachelor of Science
May 2025

• Community engagement Intern
• Event Planning & Logistics
• Planned events and programs for family, youth, and 

partners
• Worked with diverse groups of staff, volunteers, and 

partners to achieve community-centered goals. 
• Professional experience in healthcare operations
• Customer service & social media management

What inspires me to be the best I can be is making a 
positive impact on others. Whether through community 
engagement, event planning, or future work in human 
resources, I am motivated by the idea that my efforts can 
and will help people feel supported, included, and valued.



Patrick J. Walsh Scholarship

Paige Hamler
Bloomington, IL
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign
Interdisciplinary Psychology
May 2025

• Gary Dell Cognitive Psychology Award recipient (May 2025)
• Former Undergraduate Research Assistant for two University of 

Illinois Cognitive Psychology labs: Cognition and Brain Lab and 
Attention and Perception Lab 

• Front-of-House Certified Trainer at Olive Garden with over three 
years of customer service experience

I’m inspired by my parents, whose careers have shown me 
that success is most powerful when it lifts others up along the 
way. My dad, a lawyer, and my mom, an educator, have used 
their professions to advocate for justice, equity, and 
opportunity for marginalized communities. Their passion for 
helping others has shaped my values and revealed the true 
impact of meaningful work. I’m excited to carry that same 
spirit into Human Resources, where I can advocate for and 
build inclusive workplaces that empower both individuals and 
organizations to create lasting, positive change.



Pearlman Family Leadership Scholarship

Lucy Moss
Champaign, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Organizational and 
Community Leadership
May 2025

• Chancellor’s Scholar
• Illinois Loyalty Scholarship Recipient
• YPAR Program Coordinator
• Graduate Research Assistant
• President - UNICEF at U. of I.

I am sincerely honored to receive the Pearlman Family 
Leadership Scholarship. Their generous support enables 
me to thrive within the LER program and beyond. I am 
deeply grateful for their commitment to student success 
and remain dedicated to embodying strong leadership.



Pella Scholarship

Skylar Shaffer
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa
University of Northern Iowa
Psychology
May 2025

• Minors: Business Communication and Mental Health
• Certificates: Work Psychology and Conflict-Resolution
• 3.72/4.00 GPA Honors: Psi Chi Honor Society Member 

and Pi Gamma Mu Honor Society Member
• Organizational Development Intern  (June 2023-

August 2024) 
• Created and facilitated training program for fifty new 

salaried employees.

I chose LER/human resources because helping people thrive, 
especially in the workplace, has always been a passion of 
mine. My psychology background and internship experiences 
showed me how HR can transform morale and performance. 
Having experienced various workplace cultures, I am driven to 
design inclusive, high-performing environments that will lead 
employees and organizations to reach their full potential.



Pentair Scholarship

Jacob Barker
Champaign, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Intradisciplinary Psychology
May 2025

• HR-EHS Intern, TCCI Manufacturing: Partnered with 
HR and IT to design a global HR dashboard, led 
onboarding focus groups, and developed 
standardized safety processes to be adopted across 
global sites

• Leadership in Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity: 
Held roles including Risk Management Committee 
Member, Recruitment Committee Member, and 
Pledge Training Associate, leading events and 
compliance initiatives.

• Student Employee, Division of Research Safety: 
Digitized records, improving overall accessibility.

I am incredibly grateful to receive the first Pentair Corporate 
Scholarship. It is an honor to be recognized in this way, and I 
appreciate the support that this award represents. This will 
allow me to focus on my studies and become the best HR 
professional I can be!



PepsiCo Scholarship

Cynthia Lombaida
Park Ridge, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Industrial and 
Organizational Psychology & 
Spanish
May 2025

• LAS James Scholar (Undergraduate Honors Program) 
• Vice President of Service for Kappa Alpha Pi
• Social Service Intern for The Immigration Project
• Teacher Aide for Creative Dance for Children
• Resident Advisor for Illinois Housing
• Human Resources Intern for Synchrony Financial
• Marketing and Communication Intern for Illinois 

Human Resources

My mother often told me, “No seas como nosotros” (“Don’t be 
like us”). My parents, both immigrants, have faced many 
hardships in life. My dad, as the eldest son, and my mom, 
who lost her father at 15, both had to work from a very young 
age. To this day, they continue to work long hours and 
multiple jobs to support our family. Little did they know that 
my journey would be deeply shaped by their resilience, 
determination, and hard work. Their sacrifices and 
perseverance inspire me to always put my best foot forward 
on my path.



PepsiCo Scholarship

Sirshaun Bush
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
Communication
May 2025

• Circuit Grad Lead (2025) / Circuit Co Coordinator 
(2024) 

• GIES Emerging Business Leader Grad Lead (2025)
• 2x Intern Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural 

Center (2023 - 2025) 
• 2X Black Congratulatory Committee (2023 - 2025) 
• Michael L. Jeffries Excellence Award 2025
• James D. Miller Award 2025MLK Champions Award 

2025
• LAS Access and Achievement Program (2024 - 2025)

As a first-generation student, I’m inspired to be the best 
version of myself so that I can make everyone who helped me 
reach this point proud. I am deeply grateful for the sacrifices 
and countless acts of support that have carried me along the 
way. I look forward to the day when I can not only repay their 
belief in me but also give back and create opportunities for 
the next generation.



R. Wayne Anderson Family Fellowship

Tony Comandini
Knoxville, IL
Bradley University
Bachelor of Science
May 2025

• Honored with Psychology Community Internship Award 
• Lead an independent Research study testing "peripheral 

awareness while performing a main focus task“
• Worked as Bradley University's Senior Service Desk 

Consultant ​for the IT Help Desk.
• Assisted in hiring and ensuring quality performance for all 

members of the IT desk at Bradley University
• Started a small program where E-waste was repaired and 

given to students for free instead of being destroyed or 
thrown away.

It is hard for me to put into words how much this award is going to 
really change my life. I am going places that I would never think I 
could afford, places that not one person in my entire family has 
ever done. Being given the chance to be taught by such talented 
professors and learn in a rich environment like this is something I 
will never take for granted. I am forever grateful not only for this 
opportunity to learn at the highest level but also for being given 
the tools to become the best version of me.



Ratner Scholarship

Maria Rocco
Ada, MI
Kalamazoo
Business and Women’s 
Gender Studies
June 2025

• Legal Assistant for a criminal defense lawyer
• Study abroad in Spain - immersed myself in 

Spanish by taking all my classes in Spanish
• Coach for children - dedicated to team bonding 

and patience
• Dean’s List

I am incredibly grateful for this award because it shows 
me that I have support from the LER community. Seeing 
alumni passionate about giving back truly shows me that 
LER is more than just a program. It is a family that 
supports each other. Thank you very much for this award.



RTX Scholarship

Lauren Meier
Chicago, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Human Development 
and Family Studies
May 2025

• Dean’s List Recipient
• Shift Supervisor at Starbucks for 2 years
• Marketing Intern at Mamamoon Health in 

Amsterdam
• Researcher for Intercultural Outreach Initiative 

in Galapagos Islands

Whenever I have taken a career test, the results have shown 
that I would do well in Human Resources. This led me to look 
into the field more seriously. I am an analytical thinker, enjoy 
helping people, and am excited to learn more about the 
specialty areas within the field. I chose LER because I was 
inspired by previous students. I also appreciate the 
opportunities available through the University of Illinois. 
Overall, I feel like LER would be the perfect place for me to 
continue my education and learn more about HR.



Stephen A. Mitchell Memorial Scholarship

Joni Norris
San Antonio, TX
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Psychology
May 2025

• Health of the Homeless- Volunteer Committee
• U. of I. Catering Services- Student Coordinator
• Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club: Young 

Olympians Program-Group Leader

I am deeply grateful to have been awarded this scholarship, 
which will support my graduate studies. This scholarship is 
an investment in my education and my future. I hope to pay 
this generosity forward by contributing meaningfully to my 
community and uplifting others along the way. Thank you for 
believing in me and for providing me with the resources and 
encouragement to pursue my graduate education! This 
scholarship is a source of inspiration as I move into the next 
chapter of my academic and professional journey.



UnitedHealth Group Scholarship

Erin Hoffman
White Bear Lake, MN
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Spanish and 
Communication
May 2021

• Employee Experience Manager, University of 
Chicago 

• Human Resources and Recruiting Intern, 
Aerotek 

• Double Major, Spanish and Communications

I chose LER because I am passionate about strengthening 
my people skills and using them to create positive outcomes 
for both employers and employees. LER is known for being 
one of the best career decisions a person can make, and I’m 
excited to experience that for myself!



UPS Scholarship

Yamaan Kabuka
Panama City, FL
Florida State University 
Psychology
May 2024

• Member of the Garnet Key Honor Society
• Awarded the FSU May Hampton Watt Presidential 

Scholarship in Psychology 
• Interned at SynergyMed as a Business and Customer 

Development Associate
• Founded and served as the president of the MSA 

(Muslim Student Association) at my college
• Served as a coach for X-Culture, guiding global virtual 

teams on their business proposals for multinational 
corporations.

I am inspired to be the best I can by looking at the stories of 
those who have pushed themselves to achieve greatness. I find 
inspiration in their stories because I know they are humans 
just like me, and if they can do it, why not me? I find comfort in 
the fact that my only competition is myself. If I am better than I 
was yesterday, then that is all that matters to me.



Walsh Family Scholarship

Oumou Samake
Dolton, IL
Illinois State University
Human Resource 
Management
May 2024

• Interned at the Department of State under Secretary 
Anthony Blinken

• Led a community service trip to Kenya
• Redbird Scholar Recipient for graduating Cum Laude
• Country Financial Citizen and Service Leadership Award

I chose Human Resources because it allows me to combine 
my passion for understanding people with my drive to shape 
organizational success. I’m fascinated by the psychology 
behind hiring, leadership, and workplace culture, and HR 
gives me the opportunity to apply that knowledge in 
meaningful, strategic ways. My goal is to lead, teach, and 
inspire others to improve how organizations engage and 
develop their people, fostering environments where both 
individuals and businesses thrive. I believe the LER program 
will equip me with both knowledge and hands-on tools to 
succeed across industries.



Weaver Family Scholarship

Reese Hogan
Emerald Isle, NC, and 
Sidney, IL
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign
Communications
May 2025

• Worked as a Marketing and Communications Intern for 
the Carle Illinois College of Medicine

• Broadcast Assistant at Stevie Jay Broadcasting
• Service Trainer at Champaign Country Club
• ProShop Attendant and Junior Golf Instructor at the 

Champaign Country Club.
• Caretaker for an adult with special needs once a week.

I chose to study Human Resources and Industrial Relations 
at the School of Labor and Employment Relations because I 
have a passion for helping others. Humans are the most 
important resource, and I want to see them and their 
company be successful.



William & Rhea Berger Scholarship

Kirsten Manila
Gurnee, IL
University of Illinois, 
Chicago
Rehabilitation 
Sciences
December 2021

• Cum Laude
• Dean’s List for 5 Semesters
• Minor in Disability and Human Development, Minor in 

Psychology
• Rehabilitation Aide at Athletico Physical 
• Therapy Claim Specialist for 2.5 years
• Co-Director for “Filipinos in Alliance - Modern Dance 

Team”
My family, particularly my parents, is my greatest source of 
inspiration. As first-generation immigrants from the 
Philippines, they left everything they knew behind at such a 
young age and built a whole new life in an entirely different 
country. Seeing their perseverance, sacrifices, and the 
success they have achieved through their persistent 
dedication serves as a motivator for me to also strive for the 
same success and excellence. Their journey inspires me to 
work hard, not only for my own goals but also to make them 
proud and honor the perseverance they’ve shown me.
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