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Installed Capacity

• 6.2 GW solar

• 10.3 GW wind
IPA Clean Energy Dashboard

Illinois clean energy momentum

Source: Illinois Solar Map

https://cleanenergy.illinois.gov/tracking-illinois-progress/midwest-solar-wind-capacity.html
https://ilsolarmap.com/
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• 102% growth in job 
postings in solar 
(Lightcast) 2019-2024

• 21% growth in 
construction 
apprenticeships 
(RAPIDS) 2019-2024

• CEJA and FEJA 
workforce programs 
are training hundreds 
of workers. 

Illinois clean energy job growth
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Solar Wind Grid & Storage

Source: E2 Clean Jobs Midwest, based on USEER Reports 
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FEJA
2016

CEJA
2021

IRA
2022

Clean & 
Reliable Grid 
Affordability 
Act, 2025

Policy Supporting Illinois’ Clean 
Energy Momentum 

Illinois policy

Federal policy
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IRA tax credit rollbacks

Credits Deadline

Clean Electricity Investment Tax Credit 
(solar, wind)

Placed in service by Dec. 31, 2027 or begin 
construction by July 2026

Clean Electricity Production Tax Credit 
(solar, wind)

Placed in service by Dec. 31, 2027 or begin 
construction by July 2026

Residential Clean Energy Credits (solar, 
battery storage, geothermal heat pumps)

Purchased or placed in service by Dec. 31, 
2025

New and Used Electric Vehicle Credits Purchased by Sept. 30, 2025

Silver lining: Investment Tax Credits remain for battery storage, 
geothermal, nuclear. Credits for residential solar remain longer for leases. 

Foreign entity of concern (FEOC) requirements 
create additional barriers to access credits. 
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• What are the immediate and anticipated impacts?

• What challenges do businesses and consumers face in the race to 
meet expiring credits?

• How are businesses and workers adapting? 

• What solutions would help businesses, workers, and communities 
impacted by the rollbacks? 

What we wanted to learn



• Conducted 3 listening sessions with 142 
people (clean energy industry, labor, 
workforce programs, communities) 

• Conducted 27 interviews with solar 
workers and contractors.

What we did

Special thanks
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The Race to Access 
Expiring Credits and 
Barriers

Slow inter-
connection

Permitting 
and siting 
challenges

Securing 
financing, 

grants

Consumer 
awareness

Finite labor 
pool

Uncertainty, 
shifting 

guidelines

Supply chain 
challenges, 
competition

"There’s a lot of stages. You have to do the 
financing. You have to do the permitting. You have 

to get the interconnection agreement back … 
which could take years. So it’s really jeopardizing 

the eligibility of those projects for the ITC.” 
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Most feared a boom-and-bust cycle, where demand spikes before 
deadlines and then drops off sharply. Others were more optimistic. 

Project Impacts

The sky’s not falling. We’re going to get 
through this low and then we’ll get back 
to where we need to be because of the 
necessity of clean, renewable energy.

Projects still in the 
development phase may 
never get off the ground.

I’m not in a position right now, and I don’t think 
many of our customers are, to get an EV or get 

solar on their house this week.

I just don’t see how you hit a 50% or 65% savings 
threshold without being able to access at a 

minimum the 30% ITC.
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Businesses were modifying growth projections. Some were no longer 
hiring or selling off projects. Small businesses were hardest hit. 

Business and Worker Impacts

If you’re going to invest in hiring employees and 
training them, you have to have the certainty that 

things aren’t going to change. Without that, it’s 
very hard for a contractor to say, we’re going to 

man up and take advantage of this market.

The big guys … they’ve got enough 
money to muscle through this.

Without the ITC leverage, I feel like my small 
emerging business is just too risky [to finance]. You 

know, I don't have all of the connections.

Small businesses are selling off projects to larger 
firms who have a better pipeline to develop over the 

short time frame.
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Businesses are exercising caution, diversifying services, and coordinating 
with others. 

How businesses are adapting

We’re dealing with folks that know this 
business and have a desire to stay alive 

until, you know, the climate changes 
around the issue of renewable energies.

So I’m looking to maybe get more into O&M and 
maybe more into the construction aspect…. Maybe 

just find a way to partner with some bigger 
developers just to stay in the clean energy loop.

I think there’s going to be a bigger focus on storage 
moving forward just because the storage systems 

remain fully eligible for the ITC through 2033.
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State solutions to support clean 
energy

Accelerate 
Project 

Development

Support 
Workers and 
Contractors

Fill Funding 
Gaps

Improve 
Information 
Sharing & 

Coordination

Advance 
Proactive 

Energy 
Policies
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Accelerate Project Development

Streamline, 
simplify 

permitting & 
siting processes

Expedite utility 
interconnection 

studies

Accelerate CEJA 
grant processes

 

Increase REC 
block capacity 

before 
deadlines

Support bulk 
purchases to 
“safe harbor” 

projects

If Ameren could initiate studies on 
these projects now, we may be able to 
begin construction in time to preserve 

ITC eligibility.
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Fill Funding Gaps

Adjust REC 
values

Expand 
financing 
options

Increase 
state grant 
funding 

If the economics change and the developers 
aren’t building as much solar … they’re 
going to have to adjust those RECs up in 

order to make the economics work.

The state [should] create innovative 
financing mechanisms to support 

solar project development.
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Support Workers and Contractors

Bridge gap 
between 

employment 
& training

Shift training 
priorities

Support 
contractors 

and local 
workforce 
pipelines

Focus on 
cross-cutting 

skills and 
building 
trades 

We’re focused on skill-based trainings. I’m helping 
them to look at how they have gained skills that 

can be crossed over into other professions.

We reached out to every single company on that 
list and literally no one responded. It would be 

helpful to facilitate connections with employers.
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Improve Information Sharing and 
Coordination

Consolidate 
info and 
guidance

Coordinate 
across 

agencies

Provide 
centralized 

matchmaking 
(jobs + 

trainees)

Track 
progress, 

share data, 
adapt

Provide tech 
assistance to 

small 
businesses, 

EECs

You're funding the workforce development side, you're 

funding the employer side, you're funding the 

infrastructure side. How do you get all those different 

systems to better work with each other?

Everything is moving quickly. Information is 

changing all the time. People are busy and 

they don’t know who to talk to when.
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Battery 
storage

Geothermal & 
Thermal 
Energy 

Networks

Grid 
modernization

Continued 
renewable 
investment

Integrated 
resource 
planning

Advance Proactive Clean Energy 
Policies 



Climate Jobs Institute 

• Ky Ajayi, Straight up Solar

• Kavi Chintam, Vote Solar

• Rebeccah Sanders, Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund

• Hilary Scott-Ogunrinde, DCEO

• Bob Hattier, IBEW Local 134

Discussion
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THANK YOU!

Climate-jobs@illinois.edu

ler.illinois.edu/climate-jobs-institute/

mailto:Climate-jobs@illinois.edu
mailto:Climate-jobs@illinois.edu
mailto:Climate-jobs@illinois.edu
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