
504 E. Armory 
Champaign, IL Kay Emmert 479-883-6099 

akemmert@illinois.edu 

 
EDUCATION 

Georgia College – Milledgeville, GA 
Master of Fine Arts 

August 2008 – May 2011 

  

Stephens College – Columbia, MO 
Bachelor of Fine Arts 

August 2003 – May 2007 

  

 
LABOR EXPERIENCE 

Non-Tenure Faculty Coalition - UIUC 
Lead Negotiator & Bargaining Advisor 

2014 – Present  

• Negotiated initial and successive union contracts for a new higher education union 
• Mentored co-lead negotiators through their first union contract experience 
• Researched and wrote contract language on union membership and activity, physical 

conditions, wages, benefits and leaves, appointment and promotion, hours of work and 
commitment, discipline and dismissal, and more 

• Recruited and developed bargaining team members who can work autonomously 
• Coordinated negotiations and member action strategies  

  

Non-Tenure Faculty Coalition - UIUC 
Founding Member & Organizer 

October 2012 – Present 

• Organized tenure track and non-tenure track faculty over 2 years to form higher ed union 
• Developed multiple contract campaigns with clear timelines to strike 
• Planned and executed several actions, including multi-union solidarity rally 
• Led and trained others in phone-banking members 
• Collaborated with American Federation of Teachers and Illinois Federation of Teachers staff 

to lead organizing drives targeting new members 
• Dropped cards, created initial leadership structure still used today 
• Developed and trained others in labor communication strategies for members and 

community 
• Performed initial intake and assessment for potential grievances 
• Created hiring, management, and evaluation procedures for first staff employee to the local 
• Recruited and developed new union leaders in multiple roles 
• Oversaw all parts of the local, including running the executive council as President in 2017 
• Coordinated solidarity between different campus unions and faculty organizations 

  

IFT Department of Field Operations Internship 
Intern 

2020 – 2021  

• Conducted mock negotiations as “management” for Meridian Federation of Teachers 
• Assessed social media needs of Decatur Federation of Teaching Assistants (Local #4324) and 

created new social media page and management guide 
• Supported Illinois Federation of Teachers (IFT) Field Service Directors Jen White and Jon 

Nadler  



LABOR COURSES 
School of Labor and Employee Relations – UIUC 
Lecturer – AFSCME Summer Leadership Institute  

2024, 2023, 2022 

• Public Speaking 
  

School of Labor and Employee Relations – UIUC 
Lecturer – United Steel Worker Summer School 

2025, 2019, 2018, 2017, 
2016 

• Communications: Being a Spokesperson 
• Women of Steel I: Labor History  
• Local Union Leadership 
• Grievance Handling & Processing  

  

 
LABOR PRESENTATIONS & TRAININGS 

(Re)Starting an Organizing Campaign – Training  
Mock Negotiations – Training  
Non-Tenure Faculty Coalition Local #6546 

July 2025 
October 2023 

  

“Anti-Biased Hiring as a Union” – Training  
“Mediating Inter-union Conflict” – Training 
“Creating a United Front” – Training 
“Being a Lead Negotiator” – Training  
Graduate Employee’s Organization Local #6300 

July 2025 
January 2023, August 2022 
July 2022  
April 2022 

  

“A Fair Tax Discussion” – Panelist  
Illinois Federation of Teachers – Facebook Live 

October 2020 

  

“Capacity Building for Adjunct Faculty from the Ground Up and the 
Top Down” – Interactive Group Session 
56th Annual Allerton English Articulation Conference  

April 2020 – COVID 
cancelled event 

  

“Educators Unite!” – Panelist  
American Studies Association Conference – Chicago, IL 

2018 

  

“The Moving Parts of a Contract Campaign” – Co-presenter with 
Anne Dietz  
IFT Great Lakes Conference – Peoria, IL 

2018 

  

“United Public Workers for Action” – Speaker 
Public Sector Workers Fight Back Conference 

2017 

  

 
PUBLICATIONS 

“This is what solidarity looks like’: A model of thick solidarity at the 
University of Illinois” – Co-authored chapter with Andy Bowman, 
Shawn Gilmore, and Bruce Kovanen 
The Invisible Professor: The Precarious Lives of the New Faculty 
Majority. Ed. Natalie M. Dorfeld. The WAC Clearinghouse, University 
Press of Colorado, 2023. 

2023 



  

“Course Design: BTW 250: Principles of Business Communication” – 
Co-authored with Andrew Moss, Dave Morris, and Andrew Bowman 
Composition Studies 51.2, Fall 2023. 

2023 

  

 
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

Program in Professional Writing – Co-Director  2020 – 2025 
 

Oversee and develop the program's curriculum, including updating course content, integrating new 
technologies and methodologies, and aligning the curriculum with professional writing objectives. 
Manage course scheduling, support faculty development, and foster community and scholarly 
engagement to enhance the program's relevance and effectiveness. Strategically plan and 
continuously assess to ensure the program remains current and effective in preparing students for 
professional writing in a wide range of careers. 
  

BTW 199: ATLAS Internship Success 2023 - 2024 
 

Developed in collaboration with the ATLAS Internship program and certified by Center for Innovation 
in Teaching & Learning (CITL), BTW 199 aids first-time interns in developing fundamental 
professional skills necessary for success in their Applied Technologies for Learning in the Arts & 
Sciences (ATLAS) internship and beyond. This asynchronous course combines instructional videos, 
reflection and self-assessment, guided decision-making, and foundational knowledge in professional 
communication all in a user-friendly design. Within 1 year of its launch, demand for the course has 
tripled.  
  

BTW 250: Principles of Business Communication 2021 – 2022 
 

Led a team of instructors to assess and study relevant research and the syllabi of analogous courses 
at leading institutions resulting in a new curricular design for a course that has over 50 sections per 
year. Since the curriculum redesign, course enrollment has reached 99% capacity and attrition has 
dropped. 
  

AWARDS 
“Emotion and the Writing Process in the Program in Professional 
Writing” – in collaboration with Andrew Moss 
Teaching Advancement Board and Center for Innovation in Teaching & 
Learning – UIUC 

2020 – 2021  

 

This project integrates Kort’s emotional learning spiral into the writing pedagogy for five BTW classes 
in AY 2020-21. During this project, instructors anticipate (and then assess, respond to, and present 
their reflections about) students’ affect during one of BTW 250 – Principles of Business 
Communication’s more complex assignments. 
  

 
CURRICULUM PRESENTATIONS 

“AI Integration into Professional Writing Courses” – Moderator  
Program in Professional Writing - UIUC 

2024 

  



“The Role of Non-Tenure-Track Faculty in Curriculum Development” 
– Panelist   
Council of Writing Program Administrators Panel – MLA 

2023 

  

“The Tipping Point: Moving Students from Hopelessness to Hope in 
the Writing Classroom” – Presenter in collaboration with Andrew 
Moss and Kate Newton  
Arizona Conference on Writing and Well-Being 

January 2022 

  

“Moodle Gradebook” – Presenter 
Department of English Online Training – UIUC 

2018 

  

 
WRITING COURSES 

University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign, IL 
Senior Lecturer 

August 2012 – Present  

• BTW 380: Global Business Communication 
• BTW 199: ATLAS Internship Success  
• BTW 250: Principles of Business Communication 
• BTW 279: Writing Job Applications 
• RHET 105: Writing and Research 
• CW 100: Introduction to Creative Writing 

Online asynchronous 
Online asynchronous 
Online & In-person 
Online 
In-Person 
In-Person 

  

Georgia College – Milledgeville, GA 
Limited Term Assistant Professor and Teaching Fellow 

August 2008 – August 2012 

• ENG 1101: English Composition I 
• ENG 1102: English Composition II 
• ENG 2110: World Literature 
• ENG 4950: Teacher Training for Early College 
• ENG 2208: Introduction to Creative Writing 

  

 
EMPLOYMENT 

University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign, IL 
Lecturer 

• Teach the Labor Law Certificate series and collective bargaining 
for the Labor Leadership Certificate series 

• Develop and deliver union-skill trainings for labor throughout 
Illinois. 

• Co-Direct with Stephanie Fortado the 78th USW Summer 
Institute  

2025 – Present   

  

University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign, IL 
Senior Lecturer 

• Co-Director for the Program in Professional Writing 
• Associate Director for the Program in Professional Writing 

2012 – 2025 
 
2020 – 2025 
2017 – 2020  

  
  
  



Georgia College & State University – Milledgeville, GA 
Limited Term Assistant Professor 

2011 – 2012  

  

Georgia College & State University – Milledgeville, GA 
Teaching Fellow 

2008 – 2011   

  

Alma d’arte Charter High School – Las Cruces, NM 
Americorps Artist-in-residence 

2007 – 2008   

  

 
UNION POSITIONS 

Non-Tenure Faculty Coalition Local #6546 
• Co-Lead Negotiator and Bargaining Advisor 
• Action Chair 
• Lead Negotiator 
• President 
• Lead Negotiator and Bargaining Research Chair 
• Steward 

 
2023 – 2024 
2023 – 2024 
2019 
2017 – 2018 
2014 – 2016 
2014 – 2017 

  

Campus Faculty Association  
• Vice-President  
• Organizing Committee pre-certification  

 
2014 – 2015  
2012 – 2014   

  

 
SERVICE 

English Department Lecturer Search Committee 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Spring 2024 

  

ATLAS Search Committee 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Fall 2023 

  

English Department Committee on Specialized Faculty 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Fall 2019 – Present 

  

English Department Media Content Committee – Chair* 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

2017 – 2023  

  

English Department Lecturer Search Committee – Chair* 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Spring 2022 

  

Rhetoric Program Teaching Award Committee 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Spring 2022 

  

Rhetoric Program Student Essay Contest 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Spring 2021 

  

English Department Lecturer Search Committee - Member 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Spring 2021 

  

Senate Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Fall 2017 – 2019 

  



English Department Advisory Committee 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

2018-2019 

  

English Department Committee on Specialized Faculty 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

2017 – 2018 

  

Standing Committee on Women in the Academic Profession 
American Association of University Professors 

2016 – 2018 

  

Senate Committee on Admissions 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

2016 – 2017 

  

Academic Senator for Department of English  
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

2014 – 2018 

  

Program for Professional Writing Advisory Committee 
University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign 

2014 – 2015 

  

Departmental Subcommittee on Online Education 
University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign 

Fall 2013 
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