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CURRICULUM VITAE 
STEVEN K. ASHBY 

 
Office:  815 W. Van Buren #110, Chicago IL 60607 
Office Phone:  (312) 996-8733 
Cell Phone:  (630) 697-8694 
Email: sashby@illinois.edu 
 
EDUCATION    
June 1993  Ph.D., American History, University of Chicago 
   Dissertation: “Shattered Dreams: The American Working Class and the Coming 

of the Cold War, 1945-1949” 
August 1988  M.A., International Relations, University of Chicago  
May 1987  B.A., Sociology, University of California at Berkeley 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:  
August 2010  Clinical Full Professor, LER, UIUC 
August 2007  Clinical Associate Professor, and undergraduate program coordinator, School of 

Labor and Employment Relations, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
April 2005  Associate Professor, Division of Labor Studies, Indiana University at 

Bloomington 
January 2001  Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of History, IU Bloomington  
December 1998 Assistant Professor, Division of Labor Studies, IU Bloomington 
 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
• United Association for Labor Education 
• Illinois Labor History Society  
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
2017: Best Book of the Year award, United Association for Labor Education, A Fight for the 

Soul of Public Education 
2013:  Special individual recognition and United Association for Labor Education 2013 Award 

to Chicago Labor Education Program for Outstanding Contribution to the Field 
2011:  Teaching Academy Fellow, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
2010: Best Book of the Year award, Working Class Studies Association, Staley 
2010: Best Book of the Year award, United Association for Labor Education, Staley 
2010: Best Book of the Year award, Illinois State Historical Association, Staley 
2009:  Teaching Academy Fellow, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
2003: Labor and Employment Research Association’s “Excellence in Education” National 

Teaching Award 
2003: Indiana University Trustee’s “Excellence in Teaching” Award 
2001: Outstanding Service Award, South Central Association for the Education of Young 

Children 
1999:  Nominated for Bloomington Human Rights Commission’s Annual Human Rights Award  
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 Peer reviewer of prospective articles, Labor Studies Journal 
 Member, 2003-present, Labor Studies Journal Editorial Board 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 “Union Democracy in Today’s Labor Movement,” June 2022 Labor Studies Journal.   

A special issue on the topic initiated by my paper submission.  
 “The Ripple Effect of the 2012 Chicago Teachers’ Strike” book chapter in Strike for the 

Common Good: Fighting for the Future of Public Education  (Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, October 2020).  

 Special Editor, and authored “Editor’s Introduction to Special Issue,” to six papers in “Special 
Issue: Teacher Strikes,” March 2020 Labor Studies Journal 

 Special Editor, and authored “Editor’s Introduction to Special Issue” in “’Traditional’ Labor 
and ‘Alt’ Labor: Comparisons, Critiques, and Perspectives,” June 2018 Labor Studies Journal  

 “Assessing the Fight for Fifteen Movement from Chicago” and “Ashby Response to 
Rosenblum and Juravich: Fight for Fifteen,” December 2017 Labor Studies Journal 

 A Fight for the Soul of Public Education: The Story of the Chicago Teachers Strike,              
co-authored with Robert Bruno, ILR Cornell University Press, December 2016 

 “It’s Not Whether to Strike, It’s How to Win a Strike,” December 2012 Labor Studies Journal 
 Staley: The Fight for a New American Labor Movement, co-authored with C.J. Hawking, 

University of Illinois Press, March 2009 
 Editor, “Corporate Campaigns” chapter, and co-author with C.J. Hawking of Staley section 

within that chapter, Troublemaker’s Handbook 2: How to Fight Back Where You Work and 
Win!  Labor Notes Press, 2005 

 “Work-to-Rule at Staley,” in “Inside Strategies” chapter, Troublemaker’s Handbook 2, (with 
C.J. Hawking)  Labor Notes Press, 2005 

 “Pittston strike,” “Staley lock-out,” and “UPS Strike” articles for Encyclopedia of U.S. Labor 
and Working-Class History, 2005 

 “Hormel strike” and “Caterpillar/Staley/Firestone labor conflicts” articles for Midwest 
Encyclopedia, 2004 

 Review, Three Strikes: Labor’s Heartland Losses and What They mean for Working 
Americans, by Stephen Franklin, Labor History journal, Volume 44, No. 2, 2003 

 Review,  State of the Unions: How Labor Can Strengthen the Middle Class, Improve Our 
Economy, and Regain Political Influence, by Phil Dine, Labor Studies Journal 

 Review, State of the Union: A Century of American Labor, by Nelson Lichtenstein, Summer 
2003 Labor Studies Journal  

 Review, The Unfinished Struggle by Steve Babson, June 2001 Journal of American History 
 Editor, Calumet Project Works newsletter, 1994-1998 
 Report Card on Workers' Rights in Indiana (40-page research study), 1996 and 1997 editions 
 Writer and advisor, UPIU Local 7837 War Zone newsletter, 1993-1995 
 “A New Labor Movement Takes on Multinationals in Central Illinois,”  Z Magazine 
 “Cross That Line! Decatur Labor Fights On,”  November/December 1994 Against the Current 
 “The Illinois War Zone: Locked-out Staley Workers Fight Back,” January 1994 Z Magazine. 
 “The UAW and the Caterpillar Defeat,” July/August 1992 Against the Current 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
April 2018 No More Status Quo: Using the “Dual Case Study” Method to Build Union 

Leadership, United Association for Labor Education, Seattle 
June 2017 The Significance of the September 2012 and April 1, 2016 Chicago Teachers 

Union Strikes, Labor and Working Class History Association, Seattle 
April 2017 Assessing Fight for Fifteen from Chicago, United Association for Labor 

Education, Detroit 
March 2015 Labor Unions and the 2015 Chicago Mayoral Election, United Association 

for Labor Education, Orlando 
June 2013 Illinois legislation on labor in the schools and providing resources to public 

school teachers teaching labor and working class studies and history, Labor 
and Working Class History, NYC 

June 2013 The 2012 Chicago Teachers Union Strike, Labor and Working Class History, 
NYC 

March 2013 The Chicago Teachers Union, Platypus Society student conference, Chicago 
May 2012 The Chicago Teachers Union contract campaign and strategic campaign, 2012 

United Association for Labor Education, Pittsburgh 
2009-10 Two dozen book forums on Staley in two dozen cities 
April 2010 The Implications of the Staley Fight for Today’s Labor Movement, 

Organization of American Historians, Washington DC 
March 2010 Online Education: Possibilities and Challenges, United Association for Labor 

Education  
March 2010 Labor and Religious Partnerships, United Association for Labor Education  
December 2009 Keynote speaker, Father Martin Mangan Memorial Lecture on Social Justice, 

Decatur, Illinois 
October 2009 “Race, Gender, and Class Struggle at A. E. Staley,” North American Labor 

History, Detroit  
October 2009 Keynote speaker, “The State of the Economy and the Labor Movement,” 

Illinois Education Association, higher education faculty 
April 2009 Teaching labor education online, United Association for Labor Education, 

Silver Springs, Maryland 
January 2009 Poster session presentation, “The Role of the Labor-Religious Coalition in 

Local and National Solidarity Efforts During the A.E. Staley Lock-Out, 
Decatur, Illinois 1993-1995,” Labor and Employment Relations, San 
Francisco 

November 2008 Teaching Global Labor Studies to Workers, Sloan online educators 
conference, Orlando, Florida 

April 2004  Teaching Steward Training as an Online Course, United Association for 
Labor Education, Chicago 

April 2003  Using Film to Teach Labor Studies, United Association for Labor Education, 
Miami 

December 2002 Labor-Community Coalitions and Union Organizing, Division of Labor 
Studies Organizing Summit, Indianapolis 



 

 

October 2002   If not here, where?  If not now, when?  If not us, who?:  The Staley Workers 
Debate Civil Disobedience as a Tactic in Labor Conflicts, North American 
Labor History, Detroit 

April 2002  Learning from Labor’s Defeats as well as its Victories: The Caterpillar and 
Firestone/Bridgestone strikes and the Staley lock-out, United Association for 
Labor Education, Los Angeles, CA.   

October 2000  Building a New Labor Movement, Indiana State AFL-CIO’s Community 
Services Conference, Indianapolis 

October 2000  Strengthening the Relationship between Organized Labor and the Religious 
Community, Indiana State AFL-CIO’s Community Services Conference, 
Indianapolis 

January 1998  Labor-community Support for Workers on Strike or Lock-out, Center for 
Changes Conference, Monroe, MI 

October 1997  Labor-Community Coalition-building, Indiana State AFL-CIO Union 
Organizing conference, Indianapolis 

April 1996  The Inflation Crisis and Strike Wave of 1946, and the Rightward Shift of the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations and the U.S. Working Class, Labor 
History, University of Iowa, Iowa City 

April 1995  Labor-Community Coalitions, Labor Notes, Detroit 
October 1994  The American Working Class and the Coming of the Cold War, North 

American Labor History, Detroit 
October 1994  Workers as Soldiers, Soldiers as Workers:  The Demobilization Protests of 

1946,  Social Science Historians Association, Atlanta 
July 1994  The Caterpillar Strike and its Meaning for the American People, Bradley 

University, Peoria 
January 1994  New Strategies: Labor-Community Solidarity Committees in the 1990s, 

Meeting the Challenge II, Minneapolis 
January 1994  The Soldiers' Demobilization Protest Movement in 1946 and the U.S. Labor 

Movement, American Historical Association Convention, San Francisco 
 
WORK HISTORY 
2010-present  Full Clinical Professor and Coordinator of LER Undergraduate Program, Labor 

and Employment Relations, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
2007-2010  Associate Clinical Professor and Coordinator of LER Undergraduate Program, 

Labor and Employment Relations, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
2005-2007  Associate Professor, Division of Labor Studies, Indiana University at 

Bloomington 
1998-2005  Assistant Professor, Division of Labor Studies, IU Bloomington 
1994-1998   Executive Director, Calumet Project and St. Joseph Valley Project,  

Hammond and South Bend, Indiana 
Directed a nationally-recognized labor-community grassroots coalition that 
addressed workers' rights, job retention, and economic justice issues, with a 
staff of four. Coordinated activism of over forty unions and community groups, 
and reported to a 21-member board of directors. Presented union workshops on 
internal organizing, corporate campaigns, steward training, labor-community 
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coalition-building, early warning to stop plant closings, jobs and environment, 
monitoring and challenging tax abatements, and investigating the employer.  
Researched, strategized, and coordinated strategic campaigns for local unions.   

1989-1993  Instructor, Columbia College and University of Chicago, History Departments 
Taught courses on: U.S. History; Third World Politics; International Politics; 
Issues of Class, Race, and Gender in U.S. Politics; Understanding the News: 
International Affairs; and The U.S. and the Third World in the Post-Cold War 
Era.  

1979-1983  Refinery Operator, American Maize Corporation, Hammond, Indiana 
Operated complex machinery that refined corn into fructose corn syrup. 
Departmental and Divisional Steward with Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers 
(OCAW) International Union Local 7-210. 
 
 

VOLUNTEER HISTORY RELATED TO RESEARCH AND TEACHING 
2012, 2016, 2019 Co-founder, steering committee member, and treasurer, Chicago Teachers 

Solidarity Campaign.  Chaired dozens of meetings of 75 to 125 activists.  
Chaired community outreach committee three times.  October 2016 and 
October 2019, emceed and spoke at CTSC community press conference 
outside the mayor’s office.  July 2012, spoke at CTSC press conference 
outside Board of Education hearing at Malcolm X College.  Was featured 
labor historian in the 90-minute documentary “Schoolidarity” about the 2011 
Wisconsin worker protests and 2012 Chicago teachers’ strike.  Was the CTSC 
speaker, along with CTU VP Jesse Sharkey and Executive Board member 
Sarah Chambers, at a post-strike forum on the 2012 CTU strike.  

 
1993-1995  Coordinator, Chicago-area Staley Workers Solidarity Committee (SWSC). 
   Coordinated support for locked-out Staley workers of Decatur, Illinois (UPIU 

Local 7837) in metropolitan Chicago and Northwest Indiana. The Chicago-
area SWSC was UPIU 7837's flagship solidarity committee. SWSC involved 
a constituency of more than 100 unions and 1,600 supporters. Work involved 
raising over $250,000 for workers from unions, churches, and fundraising 
events; organizing rallies and demonstrations; strategizing and leading 
corporate campaigns;  advising other cities on building support committees; 
and serving as a strategy adviser to UPIU 7837 Executive Board.  
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